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	Research and citation (10)
	The student does not use outside sources to support the material.
	The student may not have the required minimum number of sources cited within their paper, or may use sources that come from less reputable sources or are not academic in nature.
	The paper meets the minimum expectations laid out in the assignment.  Student uses five reputable sources plus our textbook to support the paper’s topic. 
	The students uses sources beyond what is required to present a strong research backbone for their topic.  
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	Topic Selection (5)
	Topic selected does not meet the criteria for the assignment. It may not focus on an interactive relationship, or may relate to a phenomenon not directly related to the process of communication.
	Topic selected relates to the topic of interpersonal communication, but does not focus on relational communication. 
	Topic selected meets the criteria for the assignment, but may be unclear or too broad for effective relationship advice.
	Topic selected relates to relational communication and offers a specific focus that fits well with the writing style this paper requires.
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	Writing Style and Grammar (10)
	Paper is not popular press media style or contains excessive spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors. Logic and organization of the topic are lacking.
	The writing style contains some of the elements of a popular press media-style article, but also some traditional paper elements. Paper includes spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors. Logic and organization of the paper do not make clear the main ideas within the paper.
	Paper is popular press media style. Paper may include minor spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors. Demonstrates logic and organization in the structure of the paper and presentation of ideas.
	Paper is popular press media style. Paper includes correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation. Logic and organization are well executed within the structure of paper to demonstrate highly cohesive ideas.
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	Content within the Paper
(25)
	Content is not advice oriented or does not address the topic selected. Advice is not clear or supported by research. The tips/strategies offered are highly repetitive, unreasonable, or unrelated to the selected topic.  The writing style may not make clear the specific suggestions within the paper.
	Content contains advice related to the topic.  Advice may not be practical, or may appear to be poorly edited with commentary that is distracting and/or off-topic. Suggested tips/strategies may not be supported by research. The tips/strategies are adequately developed, may repeat similar suggestions, and/or present ideas that an audience member cannot reasonably enact. Suggestions do not all relate to the topic or present only a basic list.
	Content contains practical advice related to the topic.  Advice avoids excessive commentary, and uses research to support most of the suggested ideas. The tips/strategies offered display insight and thorough development of ideas. These may be similar at times but do not repeat ideas, audiences can reasonably enact them, and they related to the topic. Student presents an overall sound list of suggestions.
	Content contains well-developed, practical advice related to the topic. Advice is straightforward, well edited, and smoothly integrates research to support ideas. The tips/strategies offered are uniquely developed, highly replicable for audiences, and directly related to the topic. Student presents a comprehensive list of suggestions.
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